
 
 
 

TALKING POINTS – SB 1136 (Portantino) 
POLLUTION CONTROL EQUIPMENT PERMIT STREAMLINING 

 
The ask: Support Pollution Control Equipment Permit Streamlining by supporting SB 1136 
(Portantino). 
 
The SBCTC represents nearly 500,000 working men and women in the construction industry, 
including 73,000 enrolled in our state-of-the-art apprenticeship programs around the state.  
Three quarters of our apprentices are people of color, and one in five come from foster care, 
are emancipated youth, or come from the criminal justice system. 
 
The types of projects and modifications needed for the state to meet its GHG-reduction goals 
can be weighed down by administrative delays. These include a build-out of electricity 
generation, storage capacity, transmission, and other infrastructure-related projects. 
 
This bill will authorize the use of a focused environmental impact report (EIR) for a project that 
consists of the installation of pollution control equipment needed to achieve compliance with 
an energy efficiency or air quality performance standard. 
 

 To use a focused EIR, the bill will require the use of a skilled and trained workforce and 
the payment of the prevailing wage to the workers on these projects. 

 This requirement will ensure that workers on these projects will be protected, taxpayer 
dollars will be spent on only the most highly skilled and trained workers, and public 
agencies will receive projects done once, done right, in the most efficient way 
possible. 

 
Some examples of projects that will be helped with SB 1136 are below. Generally, they would 
be any thermal retrofit that would reduce on-site combustion including: 
 

 Scrubbers 

 Air Filters 

 Cyclones 

 Mist Collectors 

 Incinerators 

 Catalytic Reactors 

 Biofilters 

 Low Nox Burners 

 

 



 Electrostatic Precipitators, they are often put on FCC refinery processing units 

 Wet Gas Scrubbers 

 Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) 

 
By requiring specified public agencies, including air pollution control districts and air quality 
management districts, to perform a focused environmental analysis of the reasonably 
foreseeable methods of compliance, SB 1136 will formalize the process and make it less 
burdensome. 
 
To utilize a focused EIR, a project must meet all of the following requirements: 
 

1. The project consists solely of installation of required pollution control equipment and 
other components necessary to complete the installation of that equipment 
necessary for compliance with rule or regulation or the California Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006. 

2. The environmental review required above was completed within five years of 
certification of the focused environmental impact report. 

3. No significant changes occur that require the lead agency to correct the 
environmental impact report. 

4. The project must agree to paying construction workers the prevailing wage and the 
developers of the project must agree to utilize a skilled and trained workforce. 
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