
 
 
 

TALKING POINTS – AB 2530 (WOOD) 
STRIKING WORKER HEALTH CARE PROTECTION 

 
The ask: Support striking workers on the line by supporting AB 2530 (Wood). 
 
AB 2530 will provide private sector workers who lose health benefits due to a labor dispute 
immediate access to an improved version of the most affordable coverage offered by 
Covered California and will include the family, even if a spouse or other family member 
is offered coverage by another employer. 
 

 Health care is a lifeline for working people. No worker should ever lose their health 
care – and health coverage for their family – because of corporations 
weaponizing it against those just trying to get a fair deal on the job. 

 Wealthy California employers like Stanford Hospital and Chevron are weaponizing 
health care against striking workers right now! Although an agreement has since 
been agreed to, Stanford Hospital recently threatened to cut off striking nurses’ 
health care. Meanwhile, the United Steelworkers Local 5 members who have been 
on strike since March 21st, lost their health care at the end of March when Chevron 
stopped paying for their employees’ insurance. This is unconscionable – especially 
during a global pandemic! 

 California is the national leader in expanding access to health care, especially for 
those who need the coverage the most. AB 2530 extends California’s commitment 
to quality, affordable health care for all by providing a safety net for workers 
locked out of their job or on strike. 

 We cannot go backwards on our commitment to expand health care to all 
Californians. Protecting health care of striking workers is a vital step to 
strengthening our state’s safety net and supporting families when they need it the 
most. 

 The Legislature and the Governor provided a critical protection to public sector 
workers last year by ensuring striking and locked out workers continue to have 
access to lifesaving health care. It is time to finish the job by extending that 
protection to workers in the private sector. 

 AB 2530 offers a common-sense solution to preventing a gap in coverage for 
vulnerable workers and their families by giving workers on strike or locked out 
immediate access to affordable health care through Covered California. When a 
worker loses her health care, oftentimes that means her whole family also loses 
coverage. This domino effect has terrible consequences for workers and their 
children. 
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